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Introduction 
The east side of Madison's capitol hill boasts a 
number of historic buildings associated with Mad­
ison's induslrious pioneer immigrants. At the head 
of King Street a group of two- and three-story brick 
and stone buildings represents lhe core of Mad­
ison's early business district. Nearby, a row of com­
mercial buildings, hotels and a depot that served the 
vital railroad trade are found along East Wilson 
Street. And just to Lhe east lies a five block neighbor­
hood of 19th and early 20th century residences and 
flats-home for generations of German, Norwegian 
and Irish immigrants and their descendants. 

These buildings have survived the onslaught of time 
and change and portray an important part of Mad­
ison's early historical development. 

A111ericn11 Express wagons await /1,e arrival of a lrni11 ti/ the 
Chicago & Nor/1,wes/em Depot in l913. WHi(M491)189 
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Introduction 

The east side of Madison's capitol hill boasts a 
number of historic buildings associated with Mad­
ison's industrious pioneer immigrants. At the head 
of King Street a group of two- and three-story brick 
and stone buildings represents the core of Mad­
ison's early business district. Nearby, a row of com­
mercial buildings, hotels and a depot that served the 
vital railroad trade are found along East W ilson 
Street. And just to the east lies a five block neighbor­
hood of 19th and early 20th century residences and 
flats-home for generations of German, Norwegian 
and Irish immigrants and their descendants. 

These buildings have survived the onslaught of time 
and change and portray an important part of Mad­
ison's early historical development. 

American Express wagons await the arrival of a train at the 
Chicago & Northwestern Depot in 1913, WHi(M491)189 



Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard, 
Wilson Street 

The soulheaslern bluff of Capitol I !ill overlooking 
Lake Monona was once a prestigious address for 
many of Madison's most prominent residents. 
Monona Avenue (now Martin Luther King, Jr. Bou­
levard) and West Wilson St,·eet above the lake were 
the sites of gracious brick, stone and frame man­
sions. The neighborhood retained its basic character 
until lhc construction of the State Office Building in 
1929 and the City-County Building in 1956. Tudny 
only remnants of thii; once elegant neighborhood 
remind us of its residential past. 

Olin Terrace 
Wilson Streef af Marfin L11Llier King, Jr. Boule­
vard ca. 1935 

Olin Terrace was developed in the 1930s featuring a 
bronze fountain, limestone balustrade-lined walk, a 
breathtaking view of Lake Monona and an axi.11 view 
of the Capitol. The terrace and the memorial foun­
tain were built by the estate of John M. Olin, who 
was a founder and leader of the Madison Park and 
Pleasure Drive Association. The association, by pri­
vate subscription, purchased and developed the 

Tl,e Fnirc/1ild rcside11ce c:11. 1870. Snml, 11111/ f"ims F11irdrl//l, 11 

xeneml store ow11l'r whv served 11s M"diso11's first mayor, /1111/t 
1/ris red lil'icJ.. 111n11sim11111 1/,c lnkt•sidi: coml'r of W. Wi/s1m St. n11tl 
Mnrl111 L11thcr Kwg, Jr. IJ/vd. T/,e /muse wns later oc:c:11µicd by 
th,• Fnirclrilds ' s011, lhree-lcm1 Wlsca11si11 Gov,·n111r l.11ci11s F111r­
c!iild. L11t:i11s lost n11 fllW i11 1/11• IJ111tll' of GL'II ys/111rg. I k 1111d Iii~ 
wifl' I'ra11c1s were l't1rly leaders i11 the wo111en's suffra,v,c 111ov1•• 

111e11/ /11 Mndiso11. T11 1925 //,eir l111111e was h-1•Ple1/ fnr cnnsl r11c­
tio" of Ilic State Offict' Builtli11x. WI11(X3)17064 
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MIiis rl'si1it'11cc i11 1887. Thi~ photo ca111111c111omled" fift11-11e11r 
fri.!11ds/1ip llclwee11 111om•1•rs Dr11w111 Clark and S1111nm Mill.~. 
who 11rrirwd In ~et/It• i11Mndiso111111 /1,c s1111w tiny. Mills' 1111111sicm 
was Ilic firs/ resulc11a 111 M11tli~o,1 /i11ilt i11 1/11• f'rL'llc/1 S1•1'011tf 
[1111J/re styh•. Mills 11//1•g('i//y /111i/l t/,e city h@sc after firi11g n/ 
the /o11g buggy tri11s fm111 his ro11111ry /11111:;e east of M11dbo11 
(110w 2709 S0111111as Avcrnw). f'/us /r1111s1•, rlenwlislwd ht JIit' 
1930s for n gm: s/11/rm1, stood n11 I/rt• site rlf llw 11resr11I Cit11-
Co1111ty 13111/t/111,r.:. Wlli(X3)29581 • 

forerunners of Madison's present porks system 
including 13rittingham, Tenney, I loyl, and Vilas 
Pnrks. Viewed from the terrace Arc the nco-classical 
Madison Municipal Building (Lhe old U.S Post 
Office and Courthouse), designed by Jnmcs Wet­
more and built in 1928-1929; the Art Deco Slate 
Office Building, constructed at l W. Wilson in Lhrec 
stnges ('1929-1931, 1937 and 1959); the City-County 
Building (1956-)957); and the Georgian Revival slyle 
Madison Club, 5 E. Wilson, built in 1916-1918 and 
designed by noted local architect rrank Riley. 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard, 
Wilson Street 

The southeastern bluff of Capitol � Hill overlooking 
Lake Monona was once a prestigious address for 
many of Madison's most prominent residents. 
Monona Avenue (now Martin Luther King, Jr. Bou­
levard) and West Wilson Street above the lake were 
the sites of gracious brick, stone and frame man­
sions. The neighborhood retained its basic character 
until the construction of the State Office Building in 
1929 and the City-County Building in 1956. Today 
only remnants of this once elegant neighborhood 
remind us of its residential past. 

Olin Terrace 

Wilson Street at Martin Luther King, Jr. Boule­
vard ca. 1935 

Olin Terrace was developed in the 1930s featuring a 
bronze fountain, limestone balustrade-lined walk, a 
breathtaking view of Lake Monona and an axial view 
of the Capitol. The terrace and the memorial foun­
tain were built by the estate of John M. Olin, who 
was a founder and leader of the Madison Park and 
Pleasure Drive Association. The association, by pri­
vate subscription, purchased and developed the 

The Fairchild residence ca. 1870. Sarah and Jairus Fairchild, a 
general store owner � who served as Madison's first � mayor, built 
this red brick � mansion on the lakeside corner of W. Wilson St, and 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. The house was later occupied by 
the Fairchilds' son, three-term Wisconsin Governor Lucius Fair­
child. Lucius lost an arm in the Battle of Gettysburg. He and his 
� wife Francis were early leaders in the � women's suffrage � move­
� ment in Madison, In 1925 their home � was leveled for construe-
tion of the State Office Building. WHi(X3)17064 
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Mills residence in 1887. This photo commemorated a fifty-year 
friendship between pioneers Darwin Clark and Simeon Mills, 
� who arrived to settle in Madison on the same day, Mills' � mansion 
was the first residence in Madison built in the French Second 
Em pire style. Mills allegedly built the city house after tiring of 
the long buggy trips from his country house east of Madison 
(now 2709 Sommers Avenue). This house, demolished in the 
1930s for a gas station, stood on the site of the present City­
County Building, WHi(X3)29581 

forerunners of Madison's present parks system 
including Brittingham, Tenney, Hoyt, and Vilas 
Parks. Viewed from the terrace are the neo -classical 
Madison Municipal Building (the old U.S. Post 
Office and Courthouse), designed by James Wet­
more and built in 1928-1929; the Art Deco State 
Office Building, constructed at 1 W. Wilson in three 
stages (1929-1931, 1937 and 1959); the City-County 
Building (1956-1957); and the Georgian Revival style 
Madison Club, 5 E. Wilson, built in 1916-1918 and 
designed by noted local architect Frank Riley. 
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Bellevue Apartmenls 
29 r. Wilson Street 1913-1914 

The prt?mier apartment building of its day, the clt:-­
gant Bellevue featured a high level of service c111d 

convenience for its discriminating residents. ll was 
built by Charles E. Marks, a developer of a gooc.l 
number of Prairie and Crnftsman style houses. I he 
Bellevue was designated a Madison Landmark in 
1986 and listed on the National RegislN in 1987. 

Early Madison's Com1nerdal Districl 

The 19th and early 20th century cunu11erciol build­
ings in the vicinity of Main, King and Pinckney 
Streets are historical ,mt! architectural remna11t:s or 
the heart of Madison's early business district. The 
two- and three-story sandsLOnc and brick buiJJinAs 
served as the commercial hub for Dane County prior 
tu the development of inlercily rail trade and the 
subsequent growth of surrounding agriculturnlly­
oriented communities. 

In 1836 Michigan territorial judge James Duane Doty 
purchased and p latted the lane.I that was lo become 
Madison. In November o f that year Doly was <;uc­
cessful in lobbying lhe terrilori,11 lcg1slature lo select 
the site as its new sc.it of government, overcoming 
fierce competition from over 20 o ther real .ind paper 
towns. 
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Ll1111e1· Ki11g '>lr1•1•/ i11 1851. Thi~ tlmwi11g d1•11icl~ //,r Jlcrfgli11,~ 
cc1111111crctal dislrirl cm /lie sl11xr rnac/1 11p11mnc/1 lo tire Cn11ilo/. 
TIit' fir~/ scssio11 of /111• lcrrilorinl S1111m11c Co11rl was Ire-Id /11 Iii,· 
s111111g rc>om of tin• vem1ttla-{ro11/1•d M11disa11 I fold, ()111· of Ille 
Jn~t /11111'/s i11 Mmli~o11 111/n•11 ii op1•1wtl hr 18.18. W/-1i(X3J3()1{)6 

The first building in Madison, a three-room log 
house erected in April, 1837 on the present site of the 
State Education Building, was built for Eben .ind 
Rosaline l'cck lo house, feed and entertain construc­
tion crC'ws arriving to build the new territorial capitol 
building. Thougb it barely kepl out the wind and 
rain, the Pecks' "Madison J louse" was tempor.iry 
home for dozen:, of me11 who arrived 011 fool or 
horseback from Milwaukee, Chicago and points 
c.-isl. In spite nf ils six-fool headroom, thC' hotel was 
often the scene of music making and sq Li are dancing 
under the supervision of Mrs. Peck. The building 
eventually surrendered to the elements c1nd was 
torn Jown in 1858. 
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Bellevue Apartmenls 
29 r. Wilson Street 1913-1914 

The prt?mier apartment building of its day, the clt:-­
gant Bellevue featured a high level of service c111d 

convenience for its discriminating residents. ll was 
built by Charles E. Marks, a developer of a gooc.l 
number of Prairie and Crnftsman style houses. I he 
Bellevue was designated a Madison Landmark in 
1986 and listed on the National RegislN in 1987. 

Early Madison's Com1nerdal Districl 

The 19th and early 20th century cunu11erciol build­
ings in the vicinity of Main, King and Pinckney 
Streets are historical ,mt! architectural remna11t:s or 
the heart of Madison's early business district. The 
two- and three-story sandsLOnc and brick buiJJinAs 
served as the commercial hub for Dane County prior 
tu the development of inlercily rail trade and the 
subsequent growth of surrounding agriculturnlly­
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In 1836 Michigan territorial judge James Duane Doty 
purchased and p latted the lane.I that was lo become 
Madison. In November o f that year Doly was <;uc­
cessful in lobbying lhe terrilori,11 lcg1slature lo select 
the site as its new sc.it of government, overcoming 
fierce competition from over 20 o ther real .ind paper 
towns. 
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Bellevue Apartments 
29 E. Wilson Street 1913-1914 

The premier apartment building of its day, the ele­
gant Bellevue featured a high level of service and 
convenience for its discriminating residents. It was 
built by Charles E. Marks, a developer of a good 
number of Prairie and Craftsman style houses. The 
Bellevue was desig nated a Madison Landmark in 
1986 and listed on the National Register in 1987. 

Early Madison's Commercial District 

The 19th and early 20th century commercial buil d­
ings in the vicinity of Main, King and Pinckney 
Streets are historical and architectural remnants of 
the heart of Madison's early business district. The 
two- and three-story sandstone and brick buildings 
served as the commercial hub for Dane County prior 
to the development of intercity rail trade and the 
subseq uent growth of surrounding agriculturally­
oriented communities . 

In 1836 Michigan territorial j udge J ames Duane Doty 
p urchased and p latted the land that was to become 
Madison. In November of that year Doty was suc­
cessful in l obby ing the territorial legislature to select 
the site as its new seat of government, overcoming 
fierce competition from over 20 other real and pa per 
towns. 
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Upper King Street in 1851, This drawing depicts the fledgling 
commercial district on the stage coach approach to the Capitol, 
The first session of the territorial Supreme Court was held in the 
sitting room of the veranda-f ronted Madison Hotel, one of the 
f irs t hotels in Madison � when it opened in 1838, WHi( X3)30106 

The first building in Madison, a three-room log 
house erected in A p ril, 1837 on the present site of the 
State Education Building , was built for Eben and 
Rosaline Peck to house, feed and entertain construc­
tion crews arriving to build the new territorial cap itol 
building . Though it barely kept out the wind and 
rain, the Pecks' "Madison � House" was temporary 
home for dozens of � men who arrived on foot or 
horseback from Milwaukee, Chicago and points 
east. In s p ite of its six-foot headroom, the hotel was 
often the scene of music making and square dancing 
under the supervision of Mrs. Peck. The building 
eventually surrendered to the elements and was 
torn down in 1858. 

Lower King Street ca. 1887, A Ju ly 4th parade streams toward 
the Capitol Square from the Schlimgen Marble Works at Butler 
Street. WHi(X3)36383 
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A cluster of buildings arose' in Lhe spring of 1837 on 
the cast side of capitol hill. Among them was Sim 
eon Mills' log stnre, saloon, and post office ill thC' 
comer of Main and Webster. The success of Mills' 
fledgling enterprises gave him the financial capa­
bility in 1,iter yc.1rs lo build several downtown struc­
tures, some of which s till stand on King <.;tn•eL By 
the time the lcgis!Jture convened here i11 the fall of 
1838, there were about 24 log and frame buildings on 
the "stump-strewn hillside centered ,1long King 
Street," then the gateway for ilrrivals from Mil­
waukee and Chicago. (David Mollenhoff, Mmliso,1. 
A I listory of the J-'onnalh1<' Yt'ars, 1982, p. 33). 

In 1846, Madison acquired vill.1gc st.itus for ils 625 
rc!iidents, many of whose homes and businesses 
were built near Kin~ Street, !itill the only defined 
slrf'et. The period f rnm 1846 to 18%, when Madison 
achieved city sta tus, was one of cons iderable 
growth. The population burgeoned from the innu'< 
of thousands of Y.inkccs, Germans and lrish. Com­
mercial buildings were erected on Main and Pin­
ckney Streets and residences in the immediate 
surrounding are<1s. Larger two- and three-story 
brick and sto11e stores, halls, hotels, factories, offices 
and residences sprang up, often replacing earlier 
rustic pioneer structures. One observer wrote of lhc 
area in 1857 that the downtown strec>Ls were "so 
thronged with teams from the country thcit it wm, 
difficult to p,iss through Lhem" (Wisco11s111 Stal(• J1111r-
1ial, April l7, 1857). 
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During the following decades and continuing 
through the l920s commercial growth and rebuild­
ing spread to the entire Capitol Square and sur­
rounding blocks as well as along most of State Street 
to the university. The monumental Tenney Building 
is an example of the booming growth experienced in 
the 1920s. In the economic slow down of the Dep,·es­
sion and World War 11 , however, maintenance of 
many older downtown buildings began to be 
deferred. In the post-war recovery years, new retail 
cen ters in suburban areas garnered an increasing 
share of the market and downtown Madison began 
to lose a significant portion of ils retail dicnlcle. Al 
the same time, auto usoge increased and with it the 
demand for parking convenient to the expanding 
government, banking c1nd law businesses around 
the Capitol. The resulls dramatically altered the face 
of the downtown-hundreds of house1- and small 
commercial buildings, even entire blocks, were 
demolished for p;irking lots and large, new office 
structures. But the old buildings on the Main-King 
comer of the squnre survived. fn recent years, the 
growing number of permanent residents in the 
vicinity, small businesses, new shops and restau­
rants have created a renewed vitality for this historic 
remnant of earlier days. The block bounded by 
Main, King and Webster Streets was listed on the 
National Register ;is the Simeon Mills historic dis­
trict in 1987. 

200 /Jl<>ck E. M11i11 Street en. I90U. A Fo11rllt of /11/y pnmrle files 
JJ/1S t th,• storl's 011 tl,r s011th sirle of Mai11 Street between B11/frr (111 

lltt' 1/is/1111CI') awl Wr/1ste1. T/1est' lmilllit1,,,:s were demolis/11:d i11 
lite lair 19b0s a11t/ t•ar/y l97CJs 111 advancr 11/ 1/ir nmslrnctio11 of 
1hr St11tc· Nat11rnl Rl's1111rces R11ildi11x, WJ /i(X3)44,f42 
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William Oppel's Fan cy Grocery, 116 E, Main, in 1896. Op pel, a 
German immigrant, offered such items as quail (5 ce nts apiece), 
partridge and prairie ch ickens (10 to 15 cen ts), The stone bu ilding 
was razed in 1970 for a parking lot , W Hi(X3)2943 1  

A cluster of bui ld ings arose in t he spring of 1837 on 
the east side of  capitol h i l l .  A mong them was Sim 
eon Mi l l s '  log s tore, saloon, and post office at t he  
corner o f  Ma in  and Webster. The  success o f  M i l ls '  
fledgling enterprises gave h im t he  f i nanc ia l  ca pa­
bi l i ty in later years to bu i ld  several dow ntown s truc­
tures, some of which st i l l  s tand on K i ng St reet. By 
the time the legis l a ture convened here in the fal l  of 
1838, t here were abou t 24 log and frame bui l d i ngs on 
the "s t u m p-st rewn  h i l l s ide cen tered a long K ing 
S t ree t , "  t hen t he gateway for arrivals fro m M i l ­
wau kee and Chicago. (Dav id Mol len hoff, Madison :  
A History of the Formative Years, 1982, p .  33) .  

In 1846, Mad ison acqu i red v i ll age status f or its 625 
res idents, many of whose homes and busi nesses 
were bui l t  near King S t reet ,  s t i l l  t he only defined 
st reet . The period from 1846 to 1856, when Mad ison 
ach ieved c i t y  s t a t u s ,  was  one of conside rable 
growth . The populat ion burgeoned from t he i n flux  
o f  thousands of Yankees, Germans and I rish.  Com­
mercial bu i ld i ngs were erected on M ain and Pi n ­
ck ney S t reets a n d  res idences i n  t he i m med ia te  
su rrou nd ing  a reas .  L a rger two- and  th ree-s t ory 
brick and stone stores, hal ls, hotels, factories, offices 
and residences spra ng up, often replacing ea rl ier 
rustic pioneer struct u res . One observer wrote of t he 
area in 1857 t ha t  t he  downtown streets were "so 
thronged with tea ms from the  cou n t ry tha t  it was 
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200 block E. Main St reet ca. 1900, A Fourth  of July parade files 
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the late 1960s and early 1970s in advance of the construction o} 
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B11mm1's Block i11 196·1. MacA Coll. 

Burrows Block 
120-128 S. Pi11ck11ey SI rl!el 1856 

The classically proportit>ned building was erected in 
1856 by Peter Yan Bergen, who had served as the 
Village u( Madison president. The building housed 
the post office, offices and stores. In 1858, a fourth 
floor was added and the two lop floors were devel­
oped as an auditorium. In 187 1, the hall wc1s 
remodeled by a Brooklyn theater man, R. M. 
Hooley, nnd until 188S lhe opera house wc1s Mnd­
ison's major theater. This is the only 19th century 
building remaining in Madison con ncclcd with a 
pre-Civil War IJlack family-George and Carrie Will­
iams, a barber and a hairdresser who operated Lheir 
tonsorial parlor and "Bazaar of rashion" here (m 
many years. The top two floors, including Lhc operi1 
house, were removed in 1885. 

Albee's Block 
118 S. Pinckney Street 1852 

Originally a red brick structure, the bu ilding first 
housed G. C. Albee's harness, sadd le and trunk 
store. An important early tenant was the Wiscnnsi11 
Patriot, a Democratic newspaper which had the larg­
est circulation in Madison. Because ii was pro-c;l,w­
ery, the paper faced hard times during Lhe Civil War 
and folded. The building was remodeled ca. 1920 
wilh an cleganl neo-classical front. 
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Tenney Building 
110 E. Mai11 Sf reef 1929 

Designed by the Madison firm of Law, L.-iw ,111J Pol­
ter, lhc Indiana limestone Art Deco building feature'> 
ornamental slone c.-irving, term col la p,mcls .1nd an 
ornate marble am.I brass lobby. The firsl building on 
this site was a cheap wooden slruclurc housing the 
"Worser/' o notorious gamblin~ dub frequented by 
stale leg1slalors. The second was llw United Stales 
l lotd and the third was a lhree-slory office b lock 
also known as Lhc renncy 13ui1Jing. • 

Suhr's German-American Bank 
102 Ki11g Street 7887 

John ':,uhr founded the bank and erected the sand­
stone building to serve primMily German immi-

S11/ir's Ga,111111 /\11u•rirn11 Bu11k 1111rl I/Jc• Mil/:, Block ca. 
1890- 1900. WI li(X3!4401l 
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Burrow's Block in 1964. Mack Coll. 

B u rrows Block 
120- 128 S. Pinckney S t reet 1856 

The c lassical ly proport ioned bui ld ing was erec ted i n  
1856 by Peter Van Bergen,  who had served as the 
Village of Madison pres ident . The bui ld ing housed 
the post office, off ices and stores .  In 1858, a fourt h 
floor was added and the two top floors were d eve l ­
oped as a n  a u d i t o r i u m .  I n  1 87 1 ,  t h e  h a l l  was  
rem ode led  by  a B rook l yn  t hea t e r  m a n ,  R .  M .  
Hooley, and un t i l  1885 t he  opera house was M ad­
ison's major theater. This is the only 19th cen t ury 
bui ld ing remai n ing in  Madison connected w i t h  a 
pre-Civ i l  War B lack fam i ly-George and  Ca rr ie Wi l l­
i ams, a barber a nd a ha i rd resser who operated t he ir  
tonsoria l  parlor and "Bazaar of  Fash ion "  here for 
many years. The top two floors, includ ing t he opera 
house, were removed in 1885. 

Albee's Block 

118 S.  Pinckney Street 1852 

Orig ina l l y  a red brick structure, the bu i l d i ng  f irs t  
housed G.  C.  Albee's harness, sadd le and t runk 
store. An important  early tenant  was the Wisconsin 
Pa t riot , a Democrat ic newspa per wh ich had the l arg­
est circu lation i n  Mad ison . Because it was pro-s lav 
ery, the paper faced hard times du ring the Civi l  War 
and fol ded . The bui lding was remodeled ca , 1920 
wi th an elegant  neo-class ical front .  

� 

Tenney B u i lding 
I0 E.  Main St reet 1929 

Designed by the Mad ison firm of Law, L aw and Pot­
ter, the I ndia na l imestone A rt Deco bu ild i ng fea tu res 
ornamental stone carv ing, terra cot ta panels and an  
ornate marb le  and brass lobby. The first bui ld ing on 
t h is site was a cheap wooden structu re housing the 
"Worser, " a notorious ga mb l ing clu b  frequen ted by 
state legislat ors .  The second was the U ni ted Sta tes 
� H otel and t he t h i rd was a three-story office block 
a lso know n as t he Ten ney Bu i lding. 

Suhr ' s  German-A merica n Bank 
102 King Street 1887 

Joh n S u h r  fou nded t he bank and  erec ted the sand­
s tone bu i ld i ng  to serve p ri mar i ly  Germa n i m m i -

II ii 

r 

Suh r 's German-American Bank and the  Mills Block ca . 
1890- 1900. W Hi(X3)44073 
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grants. The architect for the building, Col. John 
Nader, was abo Uw city surveyor. To make the 
design compatible with tis surroundi~gs, N.idcr 
copied the proportion and detailing uf the much 
older Mills block next door on King Street. During 
the previous year, Suhr had employed N,1ucr in the 
design of his Second Empire style mansion at 121 
Langdon Streel (extant). 

100 blorJ.. r. M11i11, ca. 1895. Wlli(X3)44074 

Schoen Block 
117 r:. Main Street 1875 

This handsome sandstone buildtng was design(•d hy 
local architect, David R. Jones, and built for Philip 
Schoen' s Capitol Bakery. During the 1880s, the city's 
longest livetl Gcrmnn newspaper, the St1111/::, 

Zei/1111g, maintained its offices here. Jones designed 
over 61 builJings in M,1<.Uson anc.l vicinity between 
1872 and 1885. Among lhe (cw remaining arc Music 
I !all on Bascom I lill, • the Gothic polychrome brick 
Smith and Lamb building, LOS W. Main (1876), and 
Washburn Observatory (1878) on Ob~ervatory I lill. 

Thompson Block 
119 E. Main Street 1868 

Norwegian immigrant Ole Thompson operated the 
successful Thompson J Jotel (lalcr the Simon l Louse) 
nearby on South Buller Street for several years 
before erecting his cream brick grocery store in 1868. 
The store was operated by Louis Nelson and his 
family from about 1874 unlit the 1930s, one of lhe 
finest grocery stores in the city. The uniquely 
detailed corbelled brickwork and pilasters of the 
upper floors were complemented in 1984 by the res­
toration of the store front. 

JO 

.. 
I 

Argus-Heilmann Building 
121-123 [. Mni11 Street ca. 1847 

A portion of lhis builtling is very likely the oldest 
cummercinl building remaining in Madison. II was 
built by E. G. Dean ca. 1847 for the Argus, a pioneer 
weekly newspaper founded by Simeon Mills and 
others in 1844. The p.ipcr merged with ,1 competilur, 
the Wiscc>11si11 Oe1110,·mI, in 1852 becoming M.1dison's 
firsl daily. The builJing was also home lo two traler­
nal lotlgcs - lhe Odd Ft.:>llows and the Masons. In 
1873, George I kilmann opened lhe Madison Steam 
Bakery here, along with a saloon, a restaurant and a 
candy store. The operation remained in this location 
for over 50 years. The l leilmanns remodeled the red 
brick bui lding in 1891-1892 in the Rom.1nest1uc 
Revival style. 

Mills Block 
106-'l16 Kins Street 1852 11111/ 1855 

The first o( the stone business blocks erected on King 
Street was built al 106-108 King Street by Simeon 
Mills and John Catlin in 1852. The .:idjoining build­
ings on King were erected by Mills in 1855. Origi~ 
nally three-story buildings, they housed a number ot 
important Madison businesses including the fledg­
ling Cnpilal Ti111l!s in the basement of108 from 1917 Lo 
1927. The Madison Saddlery Compnny, a wholesale 
manufacturer of harnesses and saddlery hardware, 
was located at 116 King from 1885 to 1907, al which 
lime it moved lo the building built for the company 
al 313-3'17 East Wilson Street (extant). In 1867, Mic­
hael Cantwell, an [rish imrnigrant, started c1 job 

The Can/1111•/I 1'1·111/111g Co111pm1y, 114 King Street 
WI lf(X3)1I 117 
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older M i l ls block next door on K ing Street. During 
the previous year, Su h r  had em ployed Nader in the 
design of his Second Empire s tyle mansion at 121 
Langdon Stree t (extant ) . 

100 block E. Main, ca , 1895. W Hi(X3)44074 

Schoen Block 
1 17  E. Main St reet 1875 
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Schoen's Capi tol Bakery. During the 1880s, the city 's  
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Ha l l  on Bascom � H i l l, the Gothic po lychrome brick 
Smith and La mb bu i ld ing, 105 W ,  Main ( 1876) , and 
Washburn Observatory ( 1878) on Observatory � H i l l .  

Thom pson Block 
119 E. Main Street 1868 
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u pper f loors were complemen ted in 1984 by t he res­
torat ion of the store fron t .  

lO 

Arg us- He i l ma n n  Bu i l d i ng 
12 1-123 E. Main Street ca . 1847  

A port ion of th i s  bu i ld i ng is very l ikely t he oldest 
commercial bu i ld ing rema in ing in Mad ison . I t  was 
bu i l t  by E .  G. Dean ca. 1847 for the Arg us, a p ioneer 
weekly newspa per fou nded by S imeon M i l ls and 
others in  1844 . The paper merged with a com pet i tor, 
t he Wisconsin Demo crat , in 1852 becoming Mad ison' s  
first dai ly . The bu i ld ing was a lso home to two f rater­
nal lodges - the  Odd Fellows and the Masons .  In  
1873, George � Heilmann opened t he  Madison Steam 
Bakery here, a long with a saloon, a restaurant  and a 
candy store, The o pera t ion remai ned in th i s  location 
for over 50 yea rs. The Hei lma n ns remodeled the red 
brick b u i l d i n g  i n  1891 - 1 892 i n  t h e Roma nesq ue 
Revival style .  

M ills Block 
106- 1 1 6 King St reet I852 and 1855 

The first  of t he s tone bus iness b locks erected on King 
Street was bui l t  at 106- 108 King Street by Si meon 
Mills and J ohn Cat l in  i n  1852. The ad j oin i ng bui l d ­
ings on King were erected by M i l ls  in 1855. Origi­
na l ly three-s tory bui ld ings , t hey housed a number of 
important Madison businesses i nc luding the fledg­
l ing Ca pital Times i n  the basement of 108 from 19 17  to 
1927. The Mad ison Sadd lery Company, a w holesale 
manufacturer  of harnesses and saddlery hardware, 
was located a t  1 1 6 K ing from 1885 to 1907, at wh ich 
t ime i t  moved to the bui lding bui l t  for t he company 
at 3 13-317 East W i lson Street (ex tant) . I n  1867, Mic­
hael Cantwel l ,  a n  I r ish imm ig ra n t ,  started a j ob  
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printing business on the upper floors l)f 114 King. For 
many years Cantwell Printing was the publisher of 
the internationally famous farmers' periodical, the 
A111ericr111 Thresltemw11. In 1906, the iirm moved Lo a 
new building erectcc.l for it nearby al 121 S. Pinckney 
(ext.ml). 

King Street Arcade 
107-113 Ki11g St reel 1927 

Perhaps Madison's first interior arcade, two levels of 
shops and offices open onto a central sky-lit atrium 
which runs between Pinckney and King Streets. The 
building next door at 101-105 King Street wa~ lhe Art 
Deco style Capital City Bank, complctl' with ,1 p,olc.l 
dome. It unfortunately was remodeled ca. 1970. 

Majestic Theater 
115-117 King Street 1906 

The classically detailed lhtrnter, designed by leading 
Madison architects Clauue and Starck, was bu ill by 
Otto and Edwatd Bicderstoedl as a vaudeville 
house. In ·1912, lhe theater was converted to a movie 
house, and a third story later ac.ldcd. An original 
neo-classical balustrade was removed anti thl' Deco 
marquee and facade were adtled l.1Lt!r. The Majestic 
is the oldest remaining theater building in Madisnn. 

U11µcr Ki11~ Sim•/ en. 19.J5. Thi' 1>/rl µat 1m11 C/11isl1t111 Die~ 
Blork do111i11a/es th,' roma al Volt/ wl1ih· 1/11• Art Oern Ct111it11I 
City Hn11h ri~t•s 11/m;,1' Pi11tA '"'!! 111 t'/11• ot ha 1•11tl WHi(X]) 161128 
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Dick Bluck 
121-125 Ki11g Street 1889 

The turreted Romanesque Revival building was 
erected by Christian Dit:k for his wholesale liquor 
business, a Schlitz saloon, and Kehl's Dance Acad­
emy. The design is allribulcd lo the Madison archi­
tectural firm of Conover and Porter, who <1lso 
designed Lhc Old Red Gym. 

Fess Irolcl 
119-123 £. Doty Street ca. 1883 a11d 1901 

In the late 1850s George and Anna Fess opened a 
hulel and livery on Doly Stred catering Lu legisla­
tors, salesmen and weekly boarders. The business 
was operaled by their Jescenda11ls as late as 1974. 
The cream brick Italianate half of the existing build­
ing was constructed in the 1880s Lo match the origi-

nal buildings adjoining il toward Pinckney (demol­
ished). The pink SL. Louis pressed brick hc1lf, origi­
nally a separate store front built in the 1850s, was 
remodeled lo ils present appearance by archilccls 
Gordon and l'aunock 111 1901. 

Findlay Building 
203-207 Ki11g Street 1882 

The Pincllay Grocery was founded in 1856 by Scot­
tish immigrant R. K. 1-indlny. IL was fir:.t localed in 
the Mills Illock al 108 King Slrecl. following the 
Panic of 1873, the business went under but was 
revived by Findlay's brother Alexander in 1.878 al 121 
F .. Doty. rn 1882 Llw enterprise was moved into Lhis 
building, creeled for il al 203 King St.reel. The firm 
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pri nt ing bus iness on the u pper floors of 1 1 4 K ing. For 
many years Cantwell Prin t ing was the p ubl isher of 
the internat ionally famous farmers ' periodica l, t he  
American Th resherman .  I n  1906, the f i rm moved t o  a 
new bu ild i ng erected for it nearby at 1 2 1  S. P i nckney 
(ext ant ) . 

King Street Arcade 
107- 113 King S treet 192 7 

Perha ps Mad ison's  fi rst i n ter ior a rcade, two levels  of 
shops and offices open on to a central  sky- l i t  atri um 
wh ich runs between Pinckney a nd King Streets. The 
bui lding next door a t  1 0 1- 105 King Street was the A rt 
Deco s ty le Cap i ta l  City Bank, complete wi th  a gold 
dome. It u n fort u nately was remodeled ca . 1970 . 

Majestic Theater 
115- 1 17  King S treet 1906 

The classical ly det a iled t heater, desig ned by leading 
Madison arch i tec ts  Cla ude and Sta rck, was bu i l t  by 
Ot to  and  Edward  B ieders t aed t  as a v a u dev i l le 
house. I n  1912, the theater was converted to a movie 
house, and a third story la ter added. An  or igina l  
neo-classica l balus trade was removed and t he  Deco 
marq uee and facade were added later. The M a j est ic 
is t he oldest rema in ing theater bui ld ing in Mad ison .  

Upper King Street ca . 1935, The old flat -iron Chr istian Dick 
Block dominates the corner at Dot y while the A rt Dec o  Ca pital 
City Bank rises above Pinck ney at the other end. WHi(X 3) 36028 
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Dick Block 
121-125 King St reet 1889 

The t u rreted Ro ma nesq ue Rev iva l  bu i l d i ng was 
erected by Christ ian Dick for his wholesa le l iquor 
business, a Schl i tz  sa loon, and Keh l ' s  Dance Acad­
emy. The design is a t t r ibu ted to the Madison arch i­
tectura l  f i rm of Co nover and Porter ,  who a lso 
designed t he Old Red G y m ,  

Fess � Hote l  

119- 123 E. Doty Street ca . 1883 and 1901 

In t he  late 1850s George and Anna Fess opened a 
hote l and l ivery on Dot y S t reet catering to leg isla­
tors, salesmen and weekly boarders. The business 
was o perated by their descendants as la te as 1974 . 
The cream brick I ta l ianate half of the existing bu i ld­
ing was cons t ruc ted in the 1880s to match t he orig i-

nal bu i ld ings ad jo i n ing it toward Pinckney (demol 
ished) . The p i nk S t .  Louis pressed brick half, origi­
nal ly a separate store front  bu i l t  i n  the 1850s, was 
remodeled to its present a ppearance by arch itects 
Gordon and Paunack in 190 1 .  

F ind lay  B u i ld i ng 
203-207 King S t reet 1882 

The Findlay Grocery was fou nded i n  1856 by Scot­
t ish immigrant  R. K .  F ind lay. I t  was f irst located in  
t h e  M i l l s  Block a t  108 K i ng S t reet .  Fo l lowing t he  
Panic o f  1873, t he bus i ness wen t  u n d e r  but was 
rev ived by F i nd l ay 's  brother A lexander in 1878 at 12 1 
E, Doty. I n  1882 t he enterpr ise was moved i n to  t h is 
bu ild i ng , erec ted for i t  at 203 K ing Street .  The firm 

13 



1 
.l; 

~-~---, ~ 

r.. Mttin SI rn.·t 

□ 

The First Settlement 
Neighborhood 

Law Park 

Lake Mo11011a 

Key: 
Madiso11 Landmark 
National /~egister Historic District Bormdnry 
St reel Address us 

1 
.l; 

~-~---, ~ 

r.. Mttin SI rn.·t 

□ 

The First Settlement 
Neighborhood 

Law Park 

Lake Mo11011a 

Key: 
Madiso11 Landmark 
National /~egister Historic District Bormdnry 
St reel Address us 

s 

i 

E. Main Street 

� 
.s 

1
1

1
1 12 

� 

I " 
□ 

5 

□ 

The First Settlement 
Neighborhood 

Law Park 

Lake Monona 

i 

§ a 'I, I 
1 J 

Jo� n Nolen Drive 

Key: 
Madison Landmark 
National Register Historic District Boundary 
Street Address 11us 



also owned o warehouse and bakery th.it produced 
over 4,000 loaves of bread a day, which were 
shipped by wagon and train throughout the county. 

Moessner Building 
211 Ki 11g Street 1869 

Prederick and Catherine Moessner's confectionery 
and bakery was operated in the small red briLk Tt.ilia­
nate building from 1869 until 1893. Catherine 
Moessner advocated establishing Madison'b first 
kindergarten, an idea imported from her native C.l'r­
many. IL opened in Turner I lall in 1879 and she was 
its first teacher. Later, the Moessner building 
housed a Chinese laundry for over 50 yec1rs. 

Fraulschj Buildings 
215-217 King St reel 
219-221 Ki11g Street 

1856 
19'13 

Originally built in 1856 for the Billings and Carman 
plow factory, the Breckhcimer Brewery occupied the 
building at 215-217 King 5lreel between 1865 and 
Prohibition. Malhi,1s Breckhcimcr added a power 
house, ice houses and bottling plant to the property. 
Of these, the main building, which c1lso housl!d the 
Breckheimers' residence, snloon and malthouse, 
remain. 

Christian Fraulschi came Lo Madison from Swit7er­
land in 1869 and started a cabinetmaking and under­
taking business on South Webster Street which later 
occupied a large store front al 204 King Street. In 
1913, after Christian's death, the company, then 
managed by his son Arthur, bought part of the old 
Breckheimcr brewery and built the new furniture 
store (extant), and a funeral pador and apartments al 
134 E. Wilson Street (demolished 1982). The 1913 fur­
niture store and funeral parlor were designed by Fer­
dinand Kronenberg. Thr old IJrnckheimcr Brewery 
building, malt house and !:ialoon were remodeled in 
1928-1929 fm the store addition, and a new funeral 
parlor and apartment building was conslruded in 
1929 al '126 East Wilson (extant). The store operated 
here until 1982. 

Madison Saddlery Company 
313-317 'f.. Wilsv11 Street 1907 

The Madbmn Saddlery Company w.is founded in 
1875 by Charles 1 Iuebcl, an immigrant from the pro­
vince of Hanover, Germany. He developed an 
extensive regi()nal wholesalt.> harness and leather 

16 

business with his sons 1n a localinn ,,t JJ6 King 
Street. They occupied that building from 1885 until 
they built the impressive East Wilson Slreel build­
ing, which afforded direct loading lo both wag<ms 
and trains. 

East Wilson Street Railroad Com­
mercial District 
The devdopmenl of rail service and subsequcnl 
dE'velopmenl of commercial activity in "East Mad­
ison" spanned a fifty year period. The fin,l of the 

Mi/t11(1ukee 1~<1111/ £11:.I Mnr/iso,, lJt•110/ ca. 1895. P11ssc11strs wait 
i11s far th<' M1/W(lt1ke1• lm1111rl tnw1. TIie oldc1 Wi/so11 Strrel 
/)tli/i/i11ss /)(1/t' ;,, C'Cllll/l(lri,011 la 1111' ili;,:/1 style Vicfnrtnll ilt'JI()/ 
Tile /111iltl111x was 1/111110l1s/1t•tl /Jy Ilic 1·111/rur1d i11 1953, 
WI lr(X1)4t/ 141 
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also owned a warehouse and bakery that produced 
over 4,000 loaves of bread  a d ay, w h ic h  were 
shipped by wagon and train throughout  the cou nty. 

Moessner Bu i l d i ng 
211 King Street 1869 

Frederick and Catherine Moessner 's  confectionery 
and bakery was operated in the small red brick I talia­
n a te bu i l d i n g  fro m 1869 u n t i l  1 893 , Ca t h er i ne 
Moessner advocated establ ishing Madison ' s  f i rs t  
k indergarten ,  an idea i mported from her native Ger­
ma ny. It opened in Turner � H a l l  in 1879 and she was 
i t s  f i rs t  teacher.  Late r, the M oessner  b u i l d i n g  
housed a Ch inese lau ndry for over 50 years . 

Frautsch i  Bu ild ings 
215-217 King Street 
219-221 King Street 

1856 

1913 

Originally bu i l t  in  1856 for t he B i l l ings and Carman 
plow factory, the Breckheimer Brewery occupied the 
bu i ld ing a t  215-2 17 King St reet between 1865 and  
Proh ibi t ion .  Mat h ias  Breckheimer added a power 
house, ice houses and bott l i ng p lan t  to the property. 
Of these, the main bui lding, which also housed the 
Breckhe imers ' res idence , saloon and  ma l t house ,  
remain. 

Ch ristian Frau t schi came to Mad ison from Swi tzer­
land in 1869 and  started a cab ine t making and under­
tak i ng business on Sou th  Webster Street which la ter 
occu pied a large s tore front  at 204 King Street . I n  
19 13, after Chris t i an ' s  dea t h , t he com pa n y, t he n  
managed by h i s  son A rt h u r, bough t part of t h e  old 
Breckhei mer brewery and bu i l t  t he new fu rn i tu re 
store (ex tan t ), and a f u nera l  parlor and apartments a t  
134 E .  Wilson Street (demol ished 1982) . The 1913 f ur­
n i ture store and fu nera l parlor were designed by Fer­
dinand Kronenberg . The o ld Breckheimer Brewery 
buildi ng, ma l t  house and  saloon were remodeled i n  
1928-1929 for the store addi t ion, and  a new fu nera l 
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1929 a t  126 East Wi lson (extant ).  The s tore operated 
here unti l  1982 

Madison Saddlery Com pa ny 
313-3 1 7  E .  Wilson Street 1907 

The Madison Saddlery Company was founded in  
1875 by Charles Hoebel, an imm igra nt  from t he pro­
v i nce of H a nover, Germa n y .  H e  developed an 
extensive regiona l  wholesale ha rness and lea ther  

16 

bus iness w i th h i s  sons i n  a loca t ion at 1 1 6  K ing  
Street . They occupied that  bu i ld i ng from 1885 u n t il 
they bu i l t  the impressive East Wi lson Street bu i ld­
ing, wh ich afforded direct l oading to bo t h  wagons 
and tra ins .  

East W il so n  Street Rai l road Com­

mercia l  Dist rict 

The deve lopme n t  of  ra i l  serv ice and  subsequent  
development of  commercial activity in  " East Mad­
ison" span ned a fifty year period . The first of the 
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Milwaukee Road East Madison Depot ca . 1895. Passengers wait 
i ng for the Milwau kee bound t ra in .  The older Wilson S t reet 
buildings pale in comparison to the h igh-style Victorian depot 
The bu i ld ing � was demo l i shed by t h e  ra i l road i n  1 953 ,  
W Hi(X3)44 14 1 17 



cast side lines was lhn! or lhe Chicago and North 
Western Railway Company (C&NW). fts crossing of 
Lake Monona, terminating Jl Blair Street, was com­
pleted in W64. A call then came fo_rth fro'!1 the bus!­
ness community lo construct a union station at Blair 
Street to serve both the C&NW and the Milwaukee 
Road because the site was more accessible to lhe 
Capitol Square than the Milwaukee Road's Wcsl 
Madison depot on West Washington Avenue. I low­
ever in 1869, the Milwaukee Road built its own line 
and depot south of Wilson between Franklin and 
Blair. The C&NW had to abandon the union station 
idea and in 1871 built a passenger and freight depot 
east of Blair Street, Between 1869 and 1871 three new 
lines were built with connections to the cast depots: 
two lines or the Milwaukee Road to Sun Prairie and 
Portage and a C&NW line lo Baraboo and beyond lo 
the Mississippi. In 1873, Madison was designated J 

stop on the C&NW's main line between Chicago and 
Minneapolis. 

In 1885, the C&NW replaced its small passenger 
depot with a larger depot complete with a hotel and 
dining room. Tn response, the following year the 
Milwaukee Road built a Victorian Gothic passcmger 
depot. 

During these years, several buildings were crccte<.1 
on the 500 block of East Wilson, some ol which 
remain: Herman Klcuter's red brick Italianate groc­
ery, feed store and residence at 508 (built in 1871), 
William Schumacher's Germania r louse hotel, al 510 
(1872, altered), August Ramthun's East Madison 
House hotel and saloon, al 524 (1873) and George 
Schlotthauer's Lake City I louse hotel and saloon al 
502 (1875). ln 1886 J. B. Drives, the new owner of the 
East Madison I louse, built the store building at 518 
E. Wilson. The first tenant, August Conradi, a drug­
gist, soon erected his own building at 408 E. Wilson 
in 1889. The drugstore remained there for almost WO 
years. 

The 1890s saw the tremendous expansion and recon­
struction of the East Madison House (in 1891 and 
1897) al 524 E. Wilson by Charles Elver, ,rnd con­
struction of Charles Smith's double store al 406 E. 
Wilson ('1897) which housed the Sauthoff Bros. tailur 
shop ,md a restaurant. In '1910 the C&NW built lhe 
$200,000 neo-classical limestone-faced passenger 
depot al 133 S. Blair, designed by the firm of Froc;l 
and Granger. The railroad's original mulli-rnillion 
dollar building proposal had to be scaled down to 
avoid the controversial closing or 13lounl Street. Dur­
ing the drawn-out planning of the depot, C&NW 
IH 

Wi/s011 Hold, formerly lite East Madison Hause and tire• E/iier 
f ICJIISL' 

employee Frncsl bckstedl bu ill the Cardinal I [olel at 
424 E. Wilson in 1.908, adding the fourth and fifth 
floors in the following year. The C.:irdinal was the 
largest and last of the railwad _hotel~. I~ was 
designed by local German-born architect, Ferdinand 
Kronenberg. 

By 1915, when the railroads were nearing lhei~ pe,,k 
or activity, the C&NW sold as many as 1,000 tickets 
and routed 50 trains through its station each day. 
Growth continued through the 1940s. After WW 11, 
however, growing competition from airlin~s, bus 
lines an<.l improved auto travel caused the railroads 
10 decline. The Milwaukee Road's cast side dt!pol 
closed in the lat<' 1940s and was demolished in l9S3. 
In 1965, the C&NW c.:eosed p.tsscnger scrvicc and 
subsequently sold its buildmg to Madison Gas & 

Crmliua/ / lot!'/ 
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east side l ines was that of the Chicago and North 
Western Rai lway Company (C&NW). I t s  crossing o f  
Lake Monona, terminat ing at B la ir Street, was com­
pleted in 1864. A ca l l  then ca me forth from the  bus i ­
ness communi ty to const ruct a union stat ion at B la i r  
Street to serve bot h  t he C&NW and the Mi lwaukee 
Road because t he s i te was more accessible to the 
Capitol Square than the M ilwaukee Road 's West 
Mad ison depot on West Was h i ngton Avenue. � H o w­
ever i n  1869, the Mi lwaukee Road bui l t  its own l ine 
and depot south of Wilson between Frank l in  and 
B l air. The C&NW had to abandon the u n ion sta t ion 
idea and in 1871 bui l t  a passenger and freight depot 
east of Bla i r  Street. Between 1869 and 187 1 t h ree new 
l ines were bui l t  with connect ions to the east depots : 
two l ines of the M i lwaukee Road to Su n Pra i rie and 
Portage a nd a C&NW l ine to Baraboo and  beyond to 
the Mississippi . I n  1873, Madison was designated a 
s top on the C&NW 's main line between Ch icago and 
M i nneapolis. 

In 1885, the C&N W  replaced its smal l  passenger 
depot wi th a larger depot complete w i th  a hotel a nd 
dining room . I n  response,  the fol lowing year t he 
Mi lwaukee Road bu i l t  a V ictorian Goth ic passenger 
depot. 

Du ring these years, severa l bu i ld i ngs were erected 
o n the 500 block of East  W i lson ,  some of w h ich 
remai n :  Herman Kleuter's red brick I tal ianate groc­
ery, feed store and residence at 508 (bu i l t in 1871 ) ,  
Wi l l ia m Sch u macher's Germa nia House hotel, at 5 10 
( 1872, a l tered), A ugus t  Ra m t h u n ' s  East  Mad ison 
House hotel and saloon,  a t  524 (1873) and George 
Schlotthauer's Lake City House hote l and sa loon at 
502 (1875) . I n  1886 J .  B. Drives, the new owner of t he  
East Madison � House, bu i l t  the store bu i ld ing at 5 18 
E. Wilson . The first tenant ,  August Conradi, a drug­
gist ,  soon erected h i s  own bu i ld ing a t  408 E. Wi lson 
in 1889, The drugstore remained t here for al most 100 
years. 

The 1890s saw the tremendous expansion and recon­
s truct ion of the East Mad ison House ( i n  189 1 and 
1897) a t  524 E .  Wi lson by Charles Elver, and con ­
s t ruct ion of Charles Sm i th's double store at 406 E .  
Wilson (1897) which housed t he Saut hoff Bros . ta il or 
shop and a restaurant .  I n  19 10  the C&NW bu i l t  t he  
$200, 000 neo-c l a ss ica l l imestone- faced passenger 
depot at 133 S. Bla ir, designed by t he  firm of Frost 
and Granger. The ra i l road's origina l  m u l t i-mi l l ion 
dollar bu i ld ing proposa l  had to be scaled down to 
avoid the cont roversial clos ing of Bloun t  Stree t . Du r­
ing the d ra w n-out p lan n i ng of the depo t ,  C& NW 
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Wilson Hotel, formerly the East Madison House and the Elver 
House 

employee Ernest Eckstedt bu i l t  the Cardinal  � Hote l  at  
424 E .  Wi lson in  1908, add ing the fou rth a nd f i f th 
floors in  the fol lowing year. The Cardina l  was t he 
larges t a n d  las t  o f  t h e ra i l road h o te l s .  I t was  
designed by local German-born arch itect, Ferd i nand 
Kronenberg . 

By 19 15, when the ra i l roads were near ing t heir peak 
of ac t iv i ty, the C& NW sold as  many as 1 ,000 t ickets  
and routed 50 tra ins  t h rough i t s  sta t ion each day, 
Growt h  cont i n ued through the 1940s. After WW I I ,  
however, growi n g  compet i t ion from a i r l i nes, bus 
l i nes a nd i mproved au to travel caused t he ra i l roads 
to decl ine, The M i lwaukee Road's east  side depot 
closed in  t he late 1940s and was demol ished i n  1953. 
I n  1965, the C&NW ceased passenger service and 
subseq uen t ly  sold its bu i lding to Mad ison Gas & 

Cardi nal Hotel 
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Electric, which in 1984 centered its new office dC'vcl­
opment around the historic depots Commercial 
buildings on the 300 and 600 blocks of East Wilson 
Street were demolished for a street widening project 
in 1952 and in constructing the post office annex 
(now a retail building). The demolished structures 
included two saloons, a barbershop, stables, an agri 
cultural implements warehomie, two hotels, a con­
fcctione1·y, costume shop offices, and residences. 
The 400 and 500 blocks of East Wilson Street and the 
C&NW Railro<1d depots were listed on lhe National 
Register in 1987. 

lkli drivcr~ µose will, tl1t•irm/ls i11 {m11t of tlll'olc/ T 111111 liVt:rlf PII 
Wilson St reef across fhr tracks f ro,11 I he Cliimga & Nori l,1ucs'te111 
neI1ot, ca. 1920. 111 tilc lmrkgro,111,i ()11 //rc lt•/1 is I/IL' oh/ r,111a­
/1ac/1 Brt!wt'ry 011 W1llia111so11 Strret. Wl li(XJJ43111 

Machinery Row 
60'1-627 Wiff iamso11 SI reet 1898-1912 

The buildings al 601-627 Williamson Street and 
frame buildings adjacent Lo them which stood at 
513-525 have long been known as "Machinery 
Row," a significnnt port of "lmplcmcnl Row," the 
n.imc for the warehouse and mnnufacturing c1re,, 
,,_round lhe C&NW depots. The locally prominent 
firm of Conover clnd Porter designed Machinery 
Row, which was built in segments over a period of 
several years beginning in 1898. Older buildings 
were replaced as they became available, providing 
space for farm implement agencies and .i host of 
other businesses. 

Wisconsin Wagon Company 
602 Rnilroarl Street 1883 

The Wisconsin Wagon Company was im:orporaled 

20 

in 1883, and in that year completed a large fr,1me 
building and a stone blacksmithing shop al this site. 
The existing brick building replaced the frame struc­
ture in 1903-1904. The company's production and 
sales were much greater than lhe typical smaU town 
wagon business of the other local wagonmakers and 
may hove been instrument.ii in setting the lone for 
development of the Implement Rt1w area. The Wis­
consin Wagon Company made carriages, ice 
wagc>ns, drays, delivery wagons and six- and nine­
passenger pleasureltes. With the advent of the auto, 
the company converted its production to .,uto 
bodies. 

The First Settlement Neighborhood 

The neighborhood above East Wilson Street retains 
an interesting array of buildings tonstructcd by 
emigrants from several countries. The list includes 
St. Patrick's Catholic Church, Our Savior Nor­
wegian Lutheran Church and houses of German, 
Norwegian and lrish railroad employees, c.lcrks, and 
store owners. I !ere they began their assimilation 
into 19th and early 20th century American lifo. The 
multi-generation<1l tenancy of these families lent a 
stable presence lo lhe neighborhood still evident to 
this day. 

In lhe original plat of 1836 the land that now lies 
between Hancock and Franklin Streets was desig­
nated (or the development of a canal. ll may have 
been a drawing board mistake rnislocating the canal 
01, a hill instead of in the flal marsh which was actu­
ally a block lo the east. l Iowcver, the problem was 
easily rectified by subdividing the land in 1839 into 

Kessler I louse, 1.U S. /'1m1kl111, i11 1954. A111011x /1,c Jew ear/11 
/Irick rcsirir'11res of t/1<• /1(1()111 JH'riorl of' /1,e 185()~ ,·e11mi11i11g i11 llie 
c1ly, //,c Kcsslt·, Jw11sc i~ a11 1111purlc111/ vem11rn/11r re11tlitio11 of 
th<• clas~icall1J-f!nl/1C1rl imlt'tl lt11/i1111t1/t• sty fr of 11nl1itecl II n·. MacA 
Coll. 21 
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The 400 and 500 blocks of East Wilson Street and the 
C&NW Railro<1d depots were listed on lhe National 
Register in 1987. 
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Machinery Row 
60'1-627 Wiff iamso11 SI reet 1898-1912 

The buildings al 601-627 Williamson Street and 
frame buildings adjacent Lo them which stood at 
513-525 have long been known as "Machinery 
Row," a significnnt port of "lmplcmcnl Row," the 
n.imc for the warehouse and mnnufacturing c1re,, 
,,_round lhe C&NW depots. The locally prominent 
firm of Conover clnd Porter designed Machinery 
Row, which was built in segments over a period of 
several years beginning in 1898. Older buildings 
were replaced as they became available, providing 
space for farm implement agencies and .i host of 
other businesses. 

Wisconsin Wagon Company 
602 Rnilroarl Street 1883 

The Wisconsin Wagon Company was im:orporaled 
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in 1883, and in that year completed a large fr,1me 
building and a stone blacksmithing shop al this site. 
The existing brick building replaced the frame struc­
ture in 1903-1904. The company's production and 
sales were much greater than lhe typical smaU town 
wagon business of the other local wagonmakers and 
may hove been instrument.ii in setting the lone for 
development of the Implement Rt1w area. The Wis­
consin Wagon Company made carriages, ice 
wagc>ns, drays, delivery wagons and six- and nine­
passenger pleasureltes. With the advent of the auto, 
the company converted its production to .,uto 
bodies. 

The First Settlement Neighborhood 

The neighborhood above East Wilson Street retains 
an interesting array of buildings tonstructcd by 
emigrants from several countries. The list includes 
St. Patrick's Catholic Church, Our Savior Nor­
wegian Lutheran Church and houses of German, 
Norwegian and lrish railroad employees, c.lcrks, and 
store owners. I !ere they began their assimilation 
into 19th and early 20th century American lifo. The 
multi-generation<1l tenancy of these families lent a 
stable presence lo lhe neighborhood still evident to 
this day. 

In lhe original plat of 1836 the land that now lies 
between Hancock and Franklin Streets was desig­
nated (or the development of a canal. ll may have 
been a drawing board mistake rnislocating the canal 
01, a hill instead of in the flal marsh which was actu­
ally a block lo the east. l Iowcver, the problem was 
easily rectified by subdividing the land in 1839 into 

Kessler I louse, 1.U S. /'1m1kl111, i11 1954. A111011x /1,c Jew ear/11 
/Irick rcsirir'11res of t/1<• /1(1()111 JH'riorl of' /1,e 185()~ ,·e11mi11i11g i11 llie 
c1ly, //,c Kcsslt·, Jw11sc i~ a11 1111purlc111/ vem11rn/11r re11tlitio11 of 
th<• clas~icall1J-f!nl/1C1rl imlt'tl lt11/i1111t1/t• sty fr of 11nl1itecl II n·. MacA 
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Elec t ric, wh ich i n  1984 centered i ts  new office devel­
opment  around the  h is toric depots. Com merc i a l  
bu ildings on the 300 and  600 blocks o f  East Wi lson 
Street were demolished for a street w iden ing pro ject 
in  1952 and in construct i ng  the post office a n nex 
(now a reta i l  bu i ld i ng). The demol ished structu res 
incl uded two saloons, a barbershop, stables, an agri 
cult ural implements warehouse, two hotels, a con­
fectionery, costu me shop offices, and res idences. 
The 400 and 500 blocks of East Wi lson Stree t and t he 
C&NW Rai l road depots were l isted on the National 
Register in 1987. 
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Tax i drivers pose � with their cabs in front of the old Hun t  livery on 
Wilson Street across the t racks from the Ch icago & Northwester n  
Depot, ca. 1920. In the  background o n  the  left i s  the old Fauer­
bach Brewery on Williamson Street , W Hi(X3)431 1 1  
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in  1883, and in that  year com pleted a large frame 
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t u re in  1903- 1904 . The com pany ' s  prod u ction and 
sales were much greater than the typical sma l l  town 
wagon business of the other local wagonmakers and 
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passenger pleasu re t tes .  Wi th  t he advent of the auto, 
the company con verted i t s  p roduc t ion to a u to 
bodies. 
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wegian Luthera n Church and houses of Germa n, 
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store owners . � H ere they began the i r  assim i l a t ion 
in to 19th and early 20 th cent ury American l ife . The 
mul t i-generational tena ncy of these fami l ies lent a 
stable presence to t he neighborhood s t i l l  evident to 
this day. 

In the origina l  plat of 1836 the land that now l ies 
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Kessler House, 133 S. Franklin, in 1954. Among the few earl y 
brick residences of the boom peri od of the 1850s remaining in the 
city, tie Kessler house is an importan t  vernacular rendition of 
the classically-proportioned Italianate style of architec ture. Mack 
Coll 2 1  



saleable lots. The original names of the adjoining 
streets-East and Wcsl Canal Streets-stuck until as 
late as the 1890s. 

The First Settlement area developed early as a neigh­
borhood of unpretentious wood and brick houses at 
the periphery of capiltil hill, then as a densely settled 
middle-class neighborhood hemmed in by lhe bus­
tling commercial districts al its south and west bor­
ders and the industries at its eastern border. 

While mid-century homes of German families were 
often maintained into a second generation on South 
Franklin Street, larger homes, apartmenl buildings 
and other buildings were built on South J Iancock 
Street in Lhc 1890s through the 1920s, replacing many 
of the brick and frame collages constructed in the 
boom period of the 1850s. 

In the recent past, ,, resurgence of interest in the 
neighborhood has created a flurry of renoval ion, 
new construction and public improvements. 

Barker House 
137 S. Frankli11 St reel 1852 
This house is perhaps Lhe oldest remaining in the 
neighborhood, having been built by Albert and 
Alida Barker. Its simple lines arc lypical o( lhc early 
frame houses once found throughout downtown 
neighborhoods that were largely replaced by the 
close of the century with large homes and Oats. 

Kessler House 
133 S. Frankli11 Street 7854 
German immigrant Daniel Kessler, a tailor, and his 
wife I Ienrictta built this simple house of Madison 
red brick in 1854. Larger and more pretentious 
houses built in a similar four-square plan include lhe 
Stoner house at 321 S. Hamilton, the Slaughter­
Shultleworlh house at 946 SpaighL and Lhe Kendall 
House al 104 E. Gilman. Kessler's brothers lived 
here and in a home the family built next door at 135 
5. Franklin (demolished). 

Sauthoff House 
123 S. Franklin Street 1904 

August and Anna Sauthoff bought lhe south half of 
the Nienabers' lot and built this frame Queen Anne 
house in 1904. They resided here from 1904 lo 1907. 
Sauthoff was« merchant tailor and was active in the 
Madison Turners. 

22 

Nie11nli1'r l,011se (lt•/t) n,11/ 51111 //rvjf ltouse (right) in '/954. Mr,cA 
Coll. 

Nienaber House 
1 l9 S. Frn11klh1 Street 1866 
This house was built of Madison's red brick by 
Bernhard and Katherine Nienaber, who resided 
here from 1866 Lo 1915. Nienaber wab ,, cignr-milker 
on East Main in the King Street commercial district 
and later opened a shop in his home. I Je served on 
the county board in 1900. 

Thompson l louse 
101 S. franklin Street 1872 

This crcnm brick house was builL by Emily 
Thompson, widow of Norwegian immigrant Ole 
Thompson, who built Thompson's Hotel at 123 S. 
Butler (later the Simon House) and the rhompson 
Block at 119 E. Main Street. The Thompson family 
occupied the house until the 1930s. In 1979 photogra­
pher Zane Williams bought and restored lhc house, 
sparking fl wave of renewed inlC'rest 111 the sur­
rounding area. 
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saleable lots. The or igina l  names of t he ad joi n ing 
s t reets-Eas t and West Canal S t ree ts-s t uck un t i l  as 
late as the 1890s .  

The First Settlement area developed early as a neigh­
borhood of u npreten t ious wood and brick houses at 
the periphery of capitol hill ,  then as a dense ly  set t l ed 
midd l e-class neighborhood hem med in by t he bus­
tling commercial d ist ricts a t  i ts south and west bor­
ders and the industries at its eastern border. 

Wh i le mid-century homes of Germa n fami l ies were 
often ma in ta ined in to  a second genera t ion on Sou th 
Franklin Street, l arger homes, apartment bu i l d ings 
and ot her bu i ld ings were bu i l t  on Sou th Hancock 
S t reet in t he 1890s t h rough the  1920s, replacing many 
of the brick and frame cot tages const ructed in  t he 
boom period of the 1850s. 

I n  the recent past, a resurgence of in terest i n  t he 
neighborhood has crea ted a fl urry of renova t ion,  
new construc t ion and public improvements,  

Barker House 

13 7 S. Franklin St reet 1852 
This house i s  perhaps the oldest remain ing in the 
neighborhood, having been bu i l t  by A lbert a nd 
Alida Barker. I t s  s imple l i nes are typical of the early 
frame houses once found t hroughou t  downtown 
neighborhoods that were largely replaced by t he  
close o f  the century with large homes and flats .  

Kessler House 

133 S. Franklin Street 1854 
German immigra nt  Dan ie l  Kess ler, a ta i lor, and his 
wife Henrietta built this simple house of Madison 
red brick in 1854 . Larger and more preten t ious  
houses built in a s imilar four-square plan i ncl ude the 
Stoner house at  321 S .  Hami l ton, t he  Slaugh ter­
Shutt leworth house at 946 Spaigh t and the Kendall 
House at 104 E. Gi lman . Kess l er's brothers l ived 
here and in a home the fami ly built next door at 1 35 
S. Franklin (demo l i shed). 

Sau thoff House 

123 S. Franklin Street 1904 

A ugust and A nna Sau thoff bought  t he south ha l f  o f  
the Nienabers ' lot and bui l t  th is frame Queen Anne 
house in 1904 . They res ided here from 1904 to 1907. 
Sauthoff was a merchant ta i lor and was active in the 
Mad ison Turners . 
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Nienaber house (left) and Sau thoff house (right)  in 1954 .  Mack 
Coll, 

Nienaber House 

119 S. Franklin St reet 1866 
This house was bu i l t  of Madison ' s  red br ick by 
Bernhard and Katheri ne N ienaber, who res ided 
here from 1866 to 1915. N ienaber was a cigar-maker 
on East Main in the K i ng S t reet commercial dist rict 
and later opened a shop in h is home. He served on 
the county board in  1900 . 

Thompson H ouse 
101 S .  Franklin Street 1872 

T h is c rea m b r ick h o u se w a s  b u i l t  by E m i l y  
Thom pson, w idow o f  Norwegian immigra n t  Ole 
Thompson, who bu i lt Thompson ' s  Hotel at 123 S.  
But ler ( later the Simon House) and the Thompson 
Block at 1 19 E. Main Street . The Thompson fami ly  
occupied the  house u nt i l  the 1930s. I n  1979 photogra­
pher Zane Wi l l iams bough t and restored the house, 
spark ing a wave of renewed i n terest in t he su r­
rounding area . 

23 



Hairy HtlllSI!, 5111 .. Mni11, i11 1899. 1'/it• ,,IwtosmI1/J rlrn l//l/('ll/1•d 

/lie trmrsfa of tile "w/1itc" brick lw11se from its 11111/dcr, foci 
l!ah•11 (Ct'llll'r) 1111d hi~ wife Mnr.11 (n,«111 C<'lllt•r), tu /-11•111 11 

Nt•lsm1, r, retirrti No1wegia11 fn mll'r Jro111 Nanm1y C111·11i•rs 111'111 
Dt•Forcst, fl/Ir/ Iris wife Bds11 (~1•11/e,/ nt right). Rca//o, L1•01111rd 

Gay (/t'fl) clost'd tire sale. / 1111/mr'~ Col/. 

Boley I Io use 
511 E. Main SI reel 7884 

Emily Thompson sold the cast half of her lot i1, 1884 
to Bernard Neilson. On the parcel, his business p ,Hl­
ner Norwegian-born Joel Boley and his wife Ma ry 
built a cream brick-veneered res idence. It wns 
among the most expensive houses cons tructed that 
year and featured built-in plumbing. Boley was vice­
president of a dry goods and sewing machine store 
on E. Main Street on the square. 

011r Sn1•inr'~ Norn•,•g/1111 I 11/11('1'/111 Cll11rr/1 rn. l89S 
WI /i(XJ).31545 
24 

Our Savior Norwegian Lutheran Church 
1 S. 1 lnncock Slreet 1897 

The Norwegian Lutheran Church congregalion was 
formeu in 1886 when it spliL from Belhel Lutheran 
Church. M embers of the new congreg.ition dis­
cigreed wilh Be Lhel's policy of sent.ling their childre n 
to public schools where lhcy would be taught in 
English rather than the native tongue. Sermons at 
Our Savior were offered in English only on alternate 
Sundays through the J920s. The church building 
was built on a lot vacated by the removal of dry 
goods me rchant Christian and Frcderickc Heinrichs' 
house (built 1865) to the adjoining lot al 40, Ens! 
Washington. The church steeple was enclosed in 
later years. 
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St. Patrick's Church 
404 E. Main Street l889 

In 1888, St. Raphael's parish had so outgrown its 
facilities on West Main St. that the parish was split to 
create the largely Iris h SL. Patrick's Roman Calholk 
congregation. The fo llowing year, local architect 
Col. John Nader designed and built Lhis cream brick 
Romanesque Revival style building. ll was widened 
by the nddition of aisles to each side of the nave in 
1902. Lc1ter modifications removed decorative crest­
ing from the steeple and parapet. 
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goods me rchant Christian and Frcderickc Heinrichs' 
house (built 1865) to the adjoining lot al 40, Ens! 
Washington. The church steeple was enclosed in 
later years. 
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St. Patrick's Church 
404 E. Main Street l889 

In 1888, St. Raphael's parish had so outgrown its 
facilities on West Main St. that the parish was split to 
create the largely Iris h SL. Patrick's Roman Calholk 
congregation. The fo llowing year, local architect 
Col. John Nader designed and built Lhis cream brick 
Romanesque Revival style building. ll was widened 
by the nddition of aisles to each side of the nave in 
1902. Lc1ter modifications removed decorative crest­
ing from the steeple and parapet. 
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Boley I Io use 
511 E. Main SI reel 7884 
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Boley House, 5 1 1  E. Main, in 1899, The photograph documented 
the t ransfer of the "whi te" brick house from its builder, Joel 
Boley (cen ter) and  h is wife Mary ( righ t cen t e r), to Hen r y  
Nelson, a ret i red Norwegian farmer from Norway Corners near 
DeForest, and h is wife Betsy (seate d at right) . Realtor Leonard 
Gay (left ) cl osed the sale. Author's Coll. 

Boley House 
511 E.  Main S treet 1884 

Emily Thompson sold t he east ha l f  of her lot in 1884 
to Bernard Neilson.  On t he parcel ,  h i s  busi ness part­
ner Norwegian-born Joel Boley and h is wife Mary 
bu i l t  a cream brick-veneered res id ence . I t  was 
among the � most expensive houses constructed tha t  
year and fea t u red bu i l t- in  p lumbing.  Boley was v ice­
president  of a dry goods and sewing mach i ne s tore 
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Our Savior Norwegia n Lu t heran Church 
1 S . Hancock St reet 1897 

The Norwegian Lutheran Church congregat ion was 
formed in 1886 when it sp l i t  from Bethel Lu theran 
Church .  Members of the  new congregat ion d i s­
agreed with Bethel's policy of send ing their chi ldren 
to public schools where they wou ld  be taught  in  
Engl ish rather than the nat ive tongue. Sermons at  
Our Savior were offered in Engl ish only on a l ternate 
Sundays t h rough the 1920s. The church bu i l d i ng 
was bui l t  on a lo t  vacated by the removal of d ry 
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Washi ngton .  The church steeple was enc losed i n  
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In  1888, St. Raphael 's parish had so outgrown i ts 
faci l i t ies on West Main St. that the parish was sp l i t  to 
create the largely I rish St . Patrick 's  Roman Cathol ic 
congregat ion .  The fol low ing year, local a rch i tect 
Col. John Nader designed and bu i l t  t h is cream brick 
Romanesque Rev ival style bu i ld ing. It was w idened 
by the addi tion of aisles to each side of the nave i n  
1902 . La ter modifications removed decorative crest­
ing from the steeple and pa rapet . 
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Wood-Curtis House 
407 [. Mai11 SI reel 1853 

The Wood-Curlis house was built originally in 1853 
as a small, two-story red bric!-. cottage by Sarah and 
Algernon S. Wood, a marble cutter. Emelie and 
James K, Prnudfit, a newspaper, insurance and real 
estate entrepreneur, assumed ownership in 1858. In 
that year Lhe rubble addillon was built, with a 
dressed stone facade and decorative corner quoins. 
During his tenancy, Proudfil served as City Trea­
surer and Stale Assistanl Adjutant General. 

The third wing, designed by D. R. Jones in the Italia­
nate style, was erected of cream brick in 1874, the 
time at which pioneer lumberman, merchant .ind 
inventor Dcxler Curtis and his wife, Tlannah, 
bought the house. The windows and doon; on the 
original house were probably enlarged at this time 
employing new cast-iron lintels. The nco-classical 
porch was added in 1898, 

Curlis was noted for his invention of the ?inc horse 
co!l~r ,pad ,which he ~anu~ac~ured in a factory 
ad Joining h,s house on Franklin Street (demolished) 
as well as in a factory in Oirmingham, Engla11d. The 
distinction of his horse collar pad was th.it ii pre­
vented sores on horses. Curtis served in the state 
assembly in l882 and on the Madisnn Common 
Council. Pollowing his death in 1898 his son William 
Dexter Curtis continued to operate Lht> business, 
which was eventually relocated lo 826 F. 
Washington. 
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Curtis I louse 
111 S. f la11cock Sl'reel 1888 

Prank Curtis, a s<m of Dexter Curlis, was a foreman 
at his father's horse collar pnd factory. Prank and 
Athclia's two-story frame house is an older bujldi11g, 
likely moved lo the site in 1888 and the turret and 
decorative front porch added. The house has 
recently undergone extensive restoration at the 
hand of cabinetmaker Kevin Earley, 

Boley Flats 
115 S. Hancock SI reel 1895 

The Joel and Mary Boley home is the second Boley 
house in the neighborhood. The Boleys retired here 
having moved from 511-513 E. Main. This gracious 
Cl'eam brick house has lovely Queen Anne details. 
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407 E. Main St reet 1853 

The Wood-Curtis house was bu i l t  orig ina l ly in 1853 
as a small ,  two-story red brick cottage by Sarah and 
Algernon S.  Wood, a ma rble cu tter. E mel ie and  
James K .  Proudfit, a newspaper, insurance and real 
estate entrepreneur, assumed ow nersh ip in 1858 . I n  
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t ime at w hich pioneer l umberm a n ,  merchan t  and  
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bought t he house. The w i ndows and doors on the 
origina l  house were probably enlarged at t h is t ime 
employing new cast-iron l intels ,  The neo-c la s sica l 
porch was added in 1898 . 

Cur t is was noted for h is invent ion of the z inc horse 
co l l a r  pad w h ich h e  m a n u fact u red i n  a fac tory 
adjoin ing his house on Fran k l in  Street (demolished)  
as well as in a factory in B irmingham, Engla nd . The 
dist inction of h i s  horse collar pad was tha t  i t  pre­
vented sores on horses. Curt is served in t he  state 
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Frank Curt is, a son of Dexter Cu rtis, was a foreman 
at his father's horse collar pad factory. Fra n k  and 
Athel i a 's two -story frame house is an older bui ld ing, 
l ikely moved to the site in 1888 and the t u rret and 
decora t ive  fro n t  porc h a d ded . The house h a s  
recen t l y  undergone extensive restora t ion  at the  
hand of cabi net maker Kev in  Earley. 

Boley Flats 
115 S .  Hancock S t reet 1895 

The Joel and Mary Boley home is the second Boley 
house in the neighborhood . The Boleys ret i red here 
having moved from 51 1-513 E .  Ma in .  This gracious 
cream brick house has lovely Queen Anne detai ls . 
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Festner House 
126 S. l:-Jancock SI reel 1862 

The simple Madison red brick house was built by 
Sophia and Frederick C. Fcstner, a printer and book 
bindc-r on King Street. Feslner had been third ward 
alderman in 1860 and served as city treasurer in 1861 . 
.He sold the house to Amanda and Samuel C. Bean, a 
one-term stale senator, in 1867. Note the fanlight 
over the door, the bull's-eye window and the dou­
bled eave brackets. 

Kleuter Apartments 
144-146 S. I--:lni,cock Street 1896 

This is an unusual building lype for its period since 
most of the other apartment buildings built prior lo 
the 19I0s in Madison resembled single family homcc;, 
This one was built by Prussian immigrant llerman 
Kleuler in 1896. The Kleuter family also built the 
buildings al 506-508 Ec1sl Wilson where they lived 
and operated their meal market business until the 
I920s. 

Turner I Iall 
2/ S. Butler Street 1941 
Sixtee n pioneer Germ:in businessmen chartered 
themselves as the Madison Turnvercin ( l'llrner 
Association) in 1855, one year before the village of 
5,000 people became a city. The Turner philosophy, 
widespread among Gcrm,,m, who immigrated here 
after the 1848 revolution, involved a program of 
physical exercise coupled with mental and social 
stimulation. M,rny people of the German business 
community throughout the King Strccl area and 
along E. Wilson Street wen• active' in the Turners. 

28 

1lm,,•r I Inf( t'n. 1895. Al/hough the Gcm,a11 /{o111n11csq1111 so11J­
s/()11,: f11cmft, s1m1iv11d /ht' firt'of N1>vt•111/1t•r 15, l94U, if was r/ml()/­
isltrti lo make way for a ,ww b11iltli11g 1•rvc/1•tl 1>11 llti• fu11mlt1ti011 of 
lht• old. WI J1(X3)33387 

Turner I fall was used for Instruction in gymnastic 
and physical culture, concerts, lectures, operas ,,nd 
traveling performances. The furners sponsored the 
first kindergarten and first lending library in Mad­
ison. In 1909, the Madison school system arranged to 
send all its children to Turner I hill for classes in the 
only gymnasium in town. 

The Turners acquired I his site anJ erected a building 
In 1858; it was destroyed by fire in 1863. German­
born .irchitccl August Kutzbock built a new facility 
In 1863 which served until it t·oo was destroyed by 
fire in 1940. Architects Law, Law anJ Polter built Lhc 
l'urrenl edifice on the 1863 foundation. 

Simon J louse 
119 S. Butler Street 1896 

I Teien ,111d John Simm,, proprietor of the Simon 
} louse hotel and restaurant (also known as the Nc•ue 
Dculschcs I laus), built this expansive Queen Anni! 
cream brick house two duors south of the hotel 
(demolished). Notl' the Pull,1dian window in the 
gable end and the spindlc>d porch posts-favorite 
Queen Anne motifs. 

Heilmann I Couse 
127 S. Butler Strref 1889 

Julia and G('orgc I ll'ilmann, owner of the 1 leihnann 
bakery, re~taurant and confectionery al 123 8. Main 
Street, buill thiR cream brick Queen A nnl' residence. 
Discoloralion of lhe brick showi. where tht> original 
veranda once wrilpped around the front and south 
side. 
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Queen Anne motifs. 

Heilmann I Couse 
127 S. Butler Strref 1889 

Julia and G('orgc I ll'ilmann, owner of the 1 leihnann 
bakery, re~taurant and confectionery al 123 8. Main 
Street, buill thiR cream brick Queen A nnl' residence. 
Discoloralion of lhe brick showi. where tht> original 
veranda once wrilpped around the front and south 
side. 
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Festner House 
126 S. Hancock St reet 1862 

The simple Mad ison red brick house was bu i l t  by 
Sophia and Frederick C.  Fest ner, a printer and book 
binder on K ing Street . Fest ner had been th i rd ward 
alderman in 1860 and served as city t reasurer in 1861 . 
He so ld the house to Amanda and Samuel C. Bean, a 
one-term state senator, i n  1867 . Note the  fan l igh t  
over the door, the  bu l l 's-eye window and t he dou­
b led eave brackets. 

Kleu ter Apa rtments 
144- 146 S. Hancock Street 1896 

This is an u nusual bu i ld ing type for its period since 
most of the ot her apartment bui ld ings bui l t  pr ior to 
the 19 10s in Madison resembled single fa mi ly homes, 
This one was built by Prussian immigrant  Herman 
K leuter  in  1896 . The Kleuter fam i l y  also bu i l t  the 
bui ld ings at 506-508 East W ilson where they l ived 
and operated their meat market business un t i l  the 
1920s. 

Turner Hall 
21 S. Bu tler Street 1941 

Sixteen p ioneer Germa n bus i nessmen chartered 
themselves as t he Mad ison Tu rnvere i n  ( Tu rner 
Associa t ion)  i n  1855, one year before the vi l lage of  
5,000 people became a c ity. The Turner ph i losophy, 
widespread among Germans who immigrated here 
after the 1848 revol u t ion ,  i nvolved a program of 
phys ical  exercise cou pled w i t h  menta l  and  social 
st imula t io n .  Many people of t he German business 
communi ty  throughout  the King Street area and 
along E .  Wi lson Street were act ive in  the Turners , 
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Turner Hall ca. 1895. Although the German Romanesque sand­
stone facade survived the fire of November 15, 1940, it was demol­
ished to make way for a new building erected on the foundation of 
the old, WHi(X3)33387 

Turner Hal l  was used for i nstruc t ion in gymnastic 
and physical cul ture, concerts, lectures, operas and 
travel ing performances . The Turners sponsored the  
first k indergarten and f irst lending library in Mad­
ison. I n  1909, the Madison sehoo}3?m arranged to 
send a l l  its chi ldren to Turner Hall  for classes in t he 
only gymnasium in town .  
The Turners acqu ired th is site and erected a bui ld ing 
in 1858; i t  was destroyed by fire in 1863 . German­
born architect August  Kutzbock bui l t  a new faci l i ty 
in 1863 which served u nti l it too was destroyed by 
fire in 1940. Arch i tects Law, Law and Pot ter bu il t the 
current  edifice on t he 1863 fou ndation . 

Simon House 
119 S. Bu t ler Street 1896 

Helen and Joh n Simon, proprietor of the  Simon 
� House hotel and restaurant  (a lso known as the Neue 
Deutsches � Haus), bu i l t  th is expans ive Queen Anne 
cream brick house t wo doors south  of the hotel 
(demol ished) .  Note the Pal ladian window in the 
gable end and the spindled porch pos ts-favor i te 
Queen A n ne � motifs. 

Hei lmann  � House 
127 S, Bu tler Street 1889 

J u lia and George Hei lmann ,  owner of the Hei lmann 
bakery, restau ran t  and confectionery at  123 E .  Main 
Street, bui l t  t h is cream brick Queen Anne residence. 
Discolorat ion of the brick shows w here t he origina l  
veranda once w rapped around t he front and sou th  
side. 
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